trundle coinage played in framing the Athenian Empire. The efforts of the Peisistratids in the late sixth century to secure the Hellespont, Chersonesus, and other areas of the northern Aegean further developed Solon's earlier policies to control food supplies within Attica at the start of the sixth century. Economic interests underpinned Athenian imperialism well before the imperial period of the fifth century. During the fifth century, Athenian imperialism feels ever more economic, with all manner of techniques to control resources within Attica and to control food production centers like the Black Sea, Egypt, and later Sicily.4 Silver, in the form of Athenian coinage, became the mechanism by which such resources might be controlled. Silver coins flowed out of Attica from Laureion, around the empire, the Aegean Basin, and back again, but, as many hoards illustrate, it also flowed out of the empire.5 Understanding this money 'go-round' is not as simple as it theoretically might appear. The flow of coinage, the fiscal focus of many inscriptions, and Thucydides' clear emphasis on the importance of money illustrates much about the Athenian Empire's economic basis.
Two sets of premises are important in this discussion. The first set connects naval warfare, money, and empire just as Thucydides (1.11) did at the start of his history. Here he links naval power with money and with longer and more aggressive wars. It is no surprise that wealthy regions and states produced the first large navies: Phoenicia, Egypt, Miletos, Samos, Corcyra and Corinth, and then, finally, Aegina and Athens.6 Thucydides clearly recognized the significance of navies on the one hand and money on the other.7 Thus, the Athenian naval archê rested on the production and redistribution of coined silver. This silver paid for the ships, the oarsmen, and specialist crews that defended the empire. Tribute in coin, after the initial investment from a windfall find at Laureion, became a significant part of a redistributive cycle of resources flowing from the allies, as phoros and other mechanisms of financial exploitation, to
